
  

 

I hope that you all have been able to find 
opportunities for some physical, emotional, or 
creative rest this winter. Prioritizing this time for 
yourself and your family is so important as the days 
get longer and colder. I have included a list of some 
other types of rest we all need in addition to quality 
sleep!

You may have noticed a new face at Bancroft this 
week. Ms. Cindy Mueller will be supporting us until 
we are able to fill the assistant principal position. 

She is a former MPS principal with many years of experience. We are lucky 
to have her! Please help us welcome her to Bancroft!

The majority of our students have recently completed their winter FAST 
assessments. These help us measure student growth and help teachers 
plan instruction moving forward. Our English language learners will begin 
the ACCESS test next week. These state required tests measure students’ 
academic English language in four domains: Listening, Speaking, Reading, 
and Writing. This time of year, students’ learning really takes off. Talk to 
your children about what they are learning and doing in their classrooms. 
Checkout the grade level Units of Inquiry for a small taste of what is 
currently happening at Bancroft.

There is always so much going on and we thank you for your continued 
support!

Respectfully,
Diego De Paz

Fri., Jan. 27- No School- Record Keeping 
Day 

Spirit Week!
Mon., Jan. 30- Fri., Feb. 3 

Mon. Jan. 30- ACCESS testing begins 

Fri. Feb. 3- The Works on-site Field trip- 
H5 

Tues., Feb. 7- School choice cards due 

Bancroft Buzz
January 26, 2023

The bimonthly newsletter of Bancroft Elementary School

3829 13th Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55407 | 612.668.3550 | Health Office: 612.668.3555 www.bancroft.mpls.k12.mn.us

Mark Your Calendar

School SPIRIT Week! Jan.30-Feb. 3

Tell families you know to 
choose Bancroft!  

School requests due 
 Feb. 7, 2023 

SchoolRequest.mpls.k12.mn.us

Call 612-668-3550 to 
schedule a tour!

Our 5th grade IB Ambassadors are shaking up winter by organizing Spirit Week! 

Monday: PJ Day- Wear comfy clothes and feel cozy all day! 
Tuesday: Beach Day- Leave winter behind and dream about the warmer days to come! 
(But remember to bring warm clothes for outdoor recess!)
Wednesday: Wacky Day- Mix & match, backwards or crazy hair- be wacky! 
Thursday: Look-a-like Day- dress like your teachers or come alike with a friend or 
two! 
Friday: Bancroft Spirit Day- Wear your Bancroft spirit wear, or our school colors: blue 
and gold! Go, Bulldogs! 

http://www.bancroft.mpls.k12.mn.us
http://SchoolRequest.mpls.k12.mn.us
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Grade Theme Central	Idea	&	Lines	of	Inquiry

High 5 How We Express 
Ourselves

We are all creators and express ourselves in different ways.

*The visual arts
*Music appreciation 
*Myself as a storyteller 
*Buildings as purposeful art

Kindergarten
How We Express 

Ourselves

Using	our	imagination	helps	us	communicate	feelings	and	ideas.	

*Storytelling	
*Using	our	imagination	
*Identifying	and	expressing	our	feelings

1st Grade How We Organize 
Ourselves

People	organize	things	to	make	sense	of	the	world.	

*Observing,	sorting,	and	comparing	
*Properties	
*Animals	and	how	they	live

2nd Grade How the 
World Works

Matter	is	a	part	of	our	daily	lives.	

*Properties	of	matter	
*How	matter	changes	
*Reasons	we	choose	the	materials	we	use

3rd Grade Where We Are In Place 
and Time 

Our	daily	life	is	connected	to	the	past.	

*Ancient	civilizations	
*Inventions	
*Communication

4th Grade How the 
World Works

Energy	is	found	in	various	forms	and	it	impacts	our	daily	lives.	

*Energy	sources	
*How	electricity	and	magnets	work	
*Our	responsibility	as	consumers	of	energy

5th Grade Where We Are In Place 
and Time 

Different	perspectives	can	lead	to	conFlict,	understanding	and	action.	

*ConFlicts	and	perspectives	
*Impact	of	exploration	
*Diverse	aspects	of	colonial	life

IB UPDATE: Our current Units of Inquiry!

Congratulations to Kezia for her victory in the 5th 
grade spelling bee! 

The eight top spellers had to S-T-R-U-G-G-L-E with 
E-X-T-R-E-M-E-L-Y challenging words. There were a 
few T-E-N-S-E moments as the spellers C-O-N-S-I-
D-E-R-E-D their words. Kezia F-I-N-A-L-L-Y spelled 

S-P-L-U-R-G-E to win the Bee! 

KEEP THIS LIST HANDY - Over the coming weeks, talk with your student about the 
connections they can make with the CENTRAL IDEA and LINES of INQUIRY of their unit!

5th Grade Spelling Bee

Ana, Wyatt, Zakyas, Amadin, Anne, Keila, Urji and Kezia are great risk-takers!  Younger 
students- start practicing your spelling now for your chance to take the spotlight in 5th 
grade!  

WAY TO GO SPELLERS!

http://www.bancroft.mpls.k12.mn.us

